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• The Abstract is the most important part of a paper. It is a brief and factual 
summary of the content and conclusion of your paper, poster or presentation 
(ppp), and its readership will be 10- to 100-fold that of your ppp. 

• Potentially, it may appear in pre- and post-conference media programs and 
journal publications, or be referenced in industry or academic circulars. 

• Ironically, to many researchers, the writing of an Abstract is an unwanted 
chore, required at the last minute prior to a submission deadline.  

• Landes (1951) define the Abstract as “a summary of your paper, poster or 
presentation which concentrates, in itself, the essential qualities of anything more 
extensive”. 

• Lowman (1988) describes the Abstract "not as an introduction to the paper, but a 
freeze-dried version of it". 
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        REDEVELOP: Writing an Abstract 

• Write your Abstract last; after you have all of your ideas captured in your 
poster outline of slides. It is a brief and factual summary of the content and 
conclusions of your envisioned  poster.  

• The Abstract is a written document that can stand on its own.  

• It is written in the third person, using complete sentences and avoids unnecessary 
adjectives or contractions. 

• That said, it is sometimes valuable to give context to an investigation of a subject 
by using descriptive adjectives such as: brief, exhaustive, theoretical, etc. 

• Each figure should be clear and contain only essential information. They should 
portray (in logical sequence) what the study is about and relate the data, 
simulations and concepts in a manner readily evident with minimal reading of the 
text (Cherry, 1997). 
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        REDEVELOP: Writing Tips 

• Abstract length is often capped at 250 words (not including figures).  

• The title should be descriptive enough to enable the busy reader to decide 
whether your Abstract merits his time and interest. It is read as part of the 
Abstract and should, therefore, not be repeated in the opening sentence. 

• Readers want the news up front. Start with 3 – 5 sentences that state the 
objective of the study, its importance and refer to new information contained 
in your poster and its relevance. This includes quantitative observations that 
are technical, environmental or economic in nature, as well as revisions to 
regulatory legislation. 

• When citing findings from literature, the scientific or legislative source, 
publication year and method of analysis used should be included.  

• In a nutshell, what did you study, why, what did you find, and how does this 
contribute to our science-based energy-sector knowledge. 
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        REDEVELOP: Rubric for Abstract in May 2020 

Mastering Developing Beginning
4 2 - 3 1

Overall 

Presentation

Abstract is clear, understandable, 

complete, succinct and generates 

interest. It is written in the third 

person, past tense and complies 

with word count restrictions 

(< 300 words).

Abstract is clear, understandable 

and complete, but excessively long.

Abstract is provided, but it is either 

incomplete or lacks clarity, thus, 

the reader cannot easily 

understand your key message(s).

Content

The objective of your poster is 

stated within the first 5 sentences 

of your abstract. The abstract can 

stand as an independent 

document, summarizing what you 

studied, why, what your findings 

were and how your work 

contributes to our science-based 

energy-sector knowledge.

The objective of your poster is 

stated late in your abstract. The 

abstract can stand as an 

independent document, 

summarizing what you studied, 

why, what your findings were and 

how your work contributes to our 

science-based energy-sector 

knowledge.

The objective of your poster is 

stated late in your abstract. The 

abstract lacks sufficient pertinent 

facts linked to your objective for it 

to stand alone as an independent 

document.

Effective Problem 

Statement(s)

Problem/Question is stated clearly 

and comprehensively, delivering all 

relevant information necessary for 

full understanding. Poster specifies 

contribution to, and place in the 

literature.

Problem is stated clearly, but more 

supporting information would lend 

greater conviction to, and deeper 

understanding of statement. 

Specific contribution or gap in 

knowledge is state clearly and 

adequately referenced.

Problem statement lacks clarity 

and/or conciseness. Scope of 

relevant information needed for 

full understanding of problem 

needs to be expanded. Specific 

contribution or gap in knowledge is 

stated clearly.

Performance 

Levels
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        REDEVELOP: Rubric for Abstract in May 2020 

Mastering Developing Beginning
4 2 - 3 1

Content 

Development:

Effective use of 

visual evidence

Figures and tables are appropriate 

and contribute to understanding of 

concepts discussed in text. Figures 

and tables are correctly and 

informatively captioned, anotated 

and legible. 

Figures and tables are, for the most 

part, appropriate in contributing to 

understanding of concepts 

discussed. Linking them to text 

requires further development. 

Revisions to captions may help 

here. Anotations are adequate and 

legible.

Figures and tables are somewhat 

appropriate in contributing to 

understanding of concepts 

discussed in text. Edits to captions 

and/or anotations is needed.

    Conclusions

    or Key Points

The conclusions effectively 

demonstrate the your team's  

synthesis and understanding of the 

quantitative findings and key 

points presented, as well as their 

relevant applicability to Canadians. 

Assumptions and uncertainties are 

stated, along with limitations or 

future work. 

The conclusions stated are based 

on data presented, but your team 

appears to only partially 

understand the implications and/or 

applicability of the key points 

presented and does not place them 

into context of currently accepted 

paradigm.

The conclusions stated are 

inadequately supported by the 

data presented.

Overall Visual 

Appeal 

of Display

Appealing combination of 

figures/graphics and text. 

Appropriate font (visible from 2-

meter distance) used. Colour is 

used to emphasize key points and 

does not distract from focus of 

poster.

Appropriate use of figures/graphics 

and text. Appropriate font (visible 

from 2-meter distance) used. 

Insufficient use of colour and/or 

background image is distracting.

Insufficient use of figures/graphics; 

excessive use of text. Font is too 

small.

Performance 

Levels
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        REDEVELOP: Rubric for Abstract in May 2020 

Mastering Developing Beginning
4 2 - 3 1

Control of Syntax 

and Mechanics

Adequate vocabulary, tense, 

grammar and spelling for an 

academic-conference-class poster. 

Elegant simplicity, clarity and 

conciseness of writing heightens 

value of contribution to scientific 

knowledge.

Spelling is accurate. Further 

revision of vocabulary, tense,  

grammar and/or phrasing will 

increase clarity and conciseness 

and improve eligibility to an 

academic conference.

Vocabulary, tense, grammar and/or 

spelling needs work for an 

academic-conference-class poster. 

Further revision will improve 

conciseness, simplicity and ultimate 

clarity of poster.

Use of 

Terminology

and Acronyms

Language demonstrates knowledge 

from the scientific and/or technical 

disciplines explored in the poster. 

Jargon is minimized and all 

acronyms are defined.

Language demonstrates knowledge 

from the scientific and/or technical 

disciplines explored in the poster. 

Jargon is minimized, but all 

acronyms are not defined.

Language demonstrates some 

knowledge of disciplines explored, 

but it is somewhat informal, or 

there is excessive use of jargon, or 

acronyms are not defined.

Cited Sources

and Evidence

All sources are cited appropriately 

to avoid plagiarism claims. Multiple 

academic sources are used to 

support assertions.

All sources are cited appropriately 

to avoid plagiarism claims. More 

academic sources might include 

more recent and/or specific 

publications to support assertions.

Some source citations are lacking 

and/or incorrectly described. More 

academic sources are needed to 

support some of the concepts.

Performance 

Levels
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        REDEVELOP: Writing for GeoConvention 

• Writing an advance Abstract for conference purposes does not allow for the 
benefit of hindsight (meaning you haven’t completed your research yet). 

• Remember that the focus of your Abstract is technical/scientific, but it may 
include policy and Indigenous considerations that are linked to the science. 

• GeoConvention Abstract link: https://geoconvention.com/call-for-abstracts/ 

• The following GeoConvention 2020 documents are attached: 

 Abstract Template; GeoConvention is looking for 2 pages, including 1 figure.  

 Session Guide; you’ll need to select a Technical Session that best suits your topic.  

• Internal deadline for Draft Abstracts is Wed.Jan.8 for review by Team Advisors 
and the PM Committee. 

• Celia and Dave will submit all Abstracts by Wed.Jan.15 by 12 noon  via 
https://events.decorporate.ca/GeoConvention2020/abstract/login.php 

https://geoconvention.com/call-for-abstracts/
https://geoconvention.com/call-for-abstracts/
https://geoconvention.com/call-for-abstracts/
https://geoconvention.com/call-for-abstracts/
https://geoconvention.com/call-for-abstracts/
https://events.decorporate.ca/GeoConvention2020/abstract/login.php
https://events.decorporate.ca/GeoConvention2020/abstract/login.php
https://events.decorporate.ca/GeoConvention2020/abstract/login.php


REDEVELOP: Scientific Posters 
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Criteria of evaluation.  
 A successful poster presentation is dependent on how well you convey 
 information to an interested audience.  
 
 Effective information transfer relies on a clear and simple poster layout; 
 therefore, design is as important as content.  
 

Rule of thumb.  
 Your poster must cover the material cited in your abstract. 
 

It’s all about the figures.  
 Figures and tables communicate large amounts of complex  information 
 more clearly and concisely than if it were explained in text. 
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        REDEVELOP: Getting Started 

Start with an outline or 
information hierarchy to 
develop and simplify your plan. 
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        REDEVELOP: Outline Hierarchy 

What is your question or key point?  

What are your findings? 

     What do you need to support them? 

Why is it important? 

How did we get here?  

     What's the background/history? 

What are the limitations or areas of 
future research? 
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        REDEVELOP: Content 

• Don’t tell the reader everything you know; they don’t care. 

• List all of the things that you want to say, and then rank them 
in order of importance. 

• Select the first 3 points/concepts as the focus of your poster. 

• Present these 3 points clearly and concisely. 

• Step back and edit. 

• Ask yourself if adding more information                                         
will improve or deter from the key message. 
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        REDEVELOP: Edits 

Remember that this poster is to give a 
brief overview of your research and 
encourage viewers to speak with you. 
 
 
If a viewer only remembers one thing 
from your poster, what should it be? 
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        REDEVELOP: Framework 

• Developing a framework for your poster is 
as much an art as it is a science. 

• You need to develop concepts worthy of 
presentation. 

• In order to do this, team members must 
each have completed a reasonably 
thorough review of the literature. 

 • As a group of professionals, you might each read 4-5 
research papers  (for a total of 16 – 20 papers), summarize 
them and then discuss your findings as a team to bring 
everyone up to speed on the  state-of-the-science. 
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        REDEVELOP: Research 

Use your findings to summarize the background 
of the problem or question and narrow the focus 
of your research. 

Define how you will advance this focus 
with data-driven research, starting 
with public-domain data provided by 
GeoLogic Systems. 

Decide which datasets to use and how 
to analyze them. 

Guide your research with supplementary 
information from SMEs. 
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        REDEVELOP: Momentum & Synergy 

• Identify action items and create a timeline, where each 
member of the team generates 3 slides towards your poster 
outline within the week. 

• This action item will not only advance your progress, but it 
will also bring about interpersonal understanding and group 
cohesiveness. 

 
Before you know it, you have 12 slides and  

you’re ready to draft an Abstract! 

• Based on your respective strengths and 
areas of expertise, distribute the workload. 
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        REDEVELOP: Visualization 

• Sketch your poster layout with a pencil and paper. 

• Layout your content sequence based on your figures. 

• Your objective is to present key concepts with elegant simplicity. 

• Organize information so that it is clear, sequential and self-explanatory. 

• Humans are creatures of habit. Your poster should read from top left to 
bottom right to avoid confusion. 

• Insert only effective graphics, with careful 
attention to colour contrast and fonts. 

• Word count: 300 – 800 words. 

• Use bullets, numbering and headlines for 
an easy read. 



        REDEVELOP: Design Tips 

• Your title should be approximately the width of your poster, with the main 
text broken into multiple columns, usually 3-4, depending on poster 
orientation format. 

• North American conferences often use Landscape format, with a 2:1 aspect ratio 
• European conferences generally use Portrait format.  

• Highlight the authors’ names and contact information in case the view 
wants more information. 

• Remember to include acknowledgments and institution affiliations 
(academic and industry); words or logos can be used (but not both).  

Scholarship Recipients of CREATE REDEVELOP Grant #386133824 
(Collaborative Research and Training Experience) 

This information must be included somewhere on your poster! 
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        REDEVELOP: More Design Tips 

• Maintain a good contrast between the background colour and the text by 
using: 
• Light-coloured background and dark text; or 
• Dark-coloured background or image with white insets and dark text. 

• Avoid light-coloured text on a dark background. 

• Caution: colours represented in your design software (Powerpoint, Corel 
Draw, Adobe, etc.) may change when your poster is converted to a PDF 
and printed. 

• Use squares, rectangles or circles to group similar ideas. 

• Label elements (1,2,3; A,B,C; or I, II, III) making sequences easy to follow. 
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        REDEVELOP: Text & Fonts 

• Text is chosen for clarity and conciseness; less is more. 

• Font Sizes by Section: 
• Title:  72 – 120 point 
• Subtitle/Authors: 48 – 80 pt 
• Section Headers: 36 – 72 pt 
• Body Text: 24 – 48 pt 

• For consistency, make all headers the same size and use the same font 
throughout the poster. 

• Common poster fonts:  Arial, Calibri, Cambria, Helvetica, Tahoma, Times 
New Roman and Verdana.  

• Use cross-platform fonts to ensure your poster looks the same in PPT 
and PDF format (for printing). If you download operating system-specific 
fonts (for only Mac or Windows), you must embed the font in your PDF. 
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        REDEVELOP: Graphics 

• Plots, charts and images should be of sufficient size to be read at a 
distance of 2 meters. 

• All figures have captions; all plots have legends and labelled axes that 
contain legible numbers and units (in brackets). 

• Insert arrows and/or annotations to emphasize a key point(s). 

• Resolution of images should be 150 dpi to ensure printability. 

• Try not to use another researcher’s figures, but if you must, reference your 
source clearly in the figure caption. 

• If you redraw a figure, annotate it or change it in some way, your caption 
should reflect that, for example: “modified from Smith and Brown 2018”. 
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        REDEVELOP: Effective Figures 

• Analytical or modelling software often generates beautiful plots/figures 
with limited and inadequate font sizes for axes, labels and legends. 

• Similarly, mapping software produces high-resolution maps with illegible 
scale bars, GIS coordinates and north arrows. 

• These deficiencies can 
be resolved easily by 
simply superimposing 
these features, 
prepared in Word or 
Excel, on your figures 
(refer to example). 
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        REDEVELOP: Using Powerpoint 

• Using Powerpoint, your poster will be created on a single slide.  

• The page/print size (3:4 ratio in the example) is defined prior to creating the poster. 
Recently, many conferences have changed to a ratio of 2:4  

• Designing the slide before designating the page size will lead to a low-quality print.  

• To prevent cropping headaches, allow for a 1-inch margin around the perimeter. 

• To set the slide dimensions in the “Design” tab, go to “Page Setup”. 

Alternative 
poster software 

may be used. 



        TALENT GROWS HERE 24 19-Dec-19 

        REDEVELOP: Examples 
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        REDEVELOP: Examples 
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        REDEVELOP: Examples 
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        REDEVELOP: Examples 

Check conference 
website for dimension 

and orientation 
guidelines or 
restrictions! 
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