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Compliance with 
Guidelines

Abstract follows GeoConvention 
template and complies with word count 
restrictions. It is clear, understandable, 
succinct, and generates interest. 

Abstract follows GeoConvention 
template. It is clear, understandable, 
and complete, but excessively long.

Abstract does not follow 
GeoConvention template, is incomplete, 
or lacks clarity. The reader cannot easily 
understand your key message(s). 
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Content

The objective of your team project is 
stated within the first 5 sentences of 
your abstract. The problem/question is 
stated clearly and comprehensively, 
delivering all relevant information 
necessary for full understanding. The 
abstract can stand as an independent 
document, summarizing what you 
studied, why, what your findings were, 
and how your work not only contributes 
to energy-focused scientific knowledge, 
but it also links to socio-political, legal, 
regulatory, and/or economic factors and 
Indigenous perspectives. 

The objective of your team project is 
stated late in your abstract. The 
problem/question is stated clearly, but 
more supporting information would 
lend greater conviction to, and deeper 
understanding of the statement. 
Specific contributions or gaps in 
knowledge are stated clearly and 
adequately referenced. The abstract can 
stand as an independent document, 
summarizing what you studied, why, 
what your findings were, and how your 
work not only contributes to energy-
focused scientific knowledge, but it also 
links to socio-political, legal, regulatory, 
and/or economic factors and Indigenous 
perspectives. 

The objective of your team project is 
stated late in your abstract. The 
problem statement lacks clarity and/or 
conciseness. The abstract lacks 
sufficient pertinent facts linked to your 
objective for it to stand alone as an 
independent document. Consequently, 
the linkages to socio-political, legal, 
regulatory/and or economic factors and 
Indigenous perspectives are not clear. 
Scope of relevant information needed 
for full understanding of problem needs 
to be expanded. Specific contribution or 
gap in knowledge is not stated clearly. 
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Visual Appeal and 
Figures

Well-designed figures contribute to the 
reader's understanding of concepts 
discussed in the text and can be 
extremely impactful. Your two figures 
(one may be a table) are highly 
informative and clearly relevant to the 
focus of your abstract. Figures are 
referred to in the preceeding text, 
appropriately annotated and 
accompanied by a caption of adequate 
detail. Font used in plots and labels is 
legible and colour is used to emphasize 
key points, not distract the reader. 
Figures that are not original must be at 
least modified for uniqueness, and 
adequately cited. Software used to 
create figures is also cited. 

Figures and tables are, for the most 
part, appropriate in contributing to 
understanding of concepts discussed. 
Linking them to the text requires further 
development. Revisions to captions may 
help here. Annotations are adequate 
and legible. Appropriate font size used. 
Inadequate use of colour - either: 
understates key message or distracts 
the reader due to overuse. 

Figures and tables are somewhat 
appropriate in contributing to 
understanding of concepts discussed in 
text. Edits to captions and/or 
annotations is needed. Inadequate use 
of figures/graphics; excessive use of 
text. Font is too small. Maps are missing 
spatial context (scale bar and north 
arrow) or legends. Plot axes are missing 
titles or units. 4
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Conclusions or Key 
Points

The conclusions effectively demonstrate 
the your team's  synthesis and 
understanding of the quantitative 
findings and key points presented, as 
well as their relevant applicability to 
Canadians. Assumptions and 
uncertainties are stated, along with 
limitations or future work. 

The conclusions stated are based on 
data presented, but your team appears 
to only partially understand the 
implications and/or applicability of the 
key points presented and does not place 
them into context of currently accepted 
paradigm.

The conclusions stated are inadequately 
supported by the data presented.
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Spelling, Grammar, 
Syntax, and 
Mechanics

Abstract is written in the third person, 
past tense. Adequate vocabulary, tense, 
grammar, and spelling for an academic-
conference-class abstract. Elegant 
simplicity, clarity, and conciseness of 
writing heightens value of contribution 
to scientific knowledge and socio-
political context. 

Abstract is generally written in the third 
person, past tense. Spelling is accurate. 
Further revision of vocabulary, tense, 
grammar, and/or phrasing will increase 
clarity and conciseness and improve 
abstract quality in an arena of your 
peers at an academic conference. 

Vocabulary, tense, grammar, and/or 
spelling needs work for an academic-
conference-class abstract. Further 
revision will improve conciseness, 
simplicity, and ultimate clarity of your 
abstract in an arena of your peers at an 
academic conference. 
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Cited Sources and 
Evidence

All sources are cited appropriately to 
avoid plagiarism claims. Multiple 
academic sources are used to support 
assertions.

All sources are cited appropriately to 
avoid plagiarism claims. More academic 
sources might include more recent 
and/or specific publications to support 
assertions.

Some source citations are lacking 
and/or incorrectly described. More 
academic sources are needed to support 
some of the concepts.
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Punctuality

Abstract submitted by due date: 
Fri, Feb.17, 2023 
at 12:00 noon (MT)

Abstract was submitted <24 hours late. Abstract was submitted 24+ hours late.
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